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 Advancing Your Career through Education
Name: 








 Date: 
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Course of Study: 

Finding the Right Career for You, and Choosing the Educational Path to Get You There
Instructions for Warm Springs community members and WSCAT staff members:
This course of study is to assist Warm Springs community members in plotting an educational program in line with their career goals and within their financial reach, per Native Asset Building Initiative (NABI) and Oregon IDA Initiative program requirements.

Goal:   To provide Warm Springs community members the opportunity to make a considered choice in choosing a college or vocational education program in line with their career goals that is within financial reach.  

Objectives:
1. To enable participants to consider which career is the best fit for them, and to give them an appreciation of what the current employment environment is for that career.

2. To assist community members in assessing the extent to which their education has thus far prepared them for their careers, and to plan their next steps.
3. To provide participants the opportunity to make a considered choice in selecting the right educational program, through a comparison study of at least 3 educational institutions or programs.

4. To facilitate for participants an understanding of the cost of education, the types of financing available, and the importance of finding the best educational value for the money.  

Time Required:   8 Hours
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The research for this course is to be done primarily by IDA participants at home.  Upon completing the research, participants must then set up an appointment with WSCAT staff to discuss the research.  If participants would like to discuss the questions in this course with WSCAT staff members prior to completion, WSCAT staff members will be available Monday through Friday, from 10 am - 5 pm.  

Part 1: Career Goals
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Time required: 2 hours
A. Discovering your Interests

Below, or a separate sheet, please answer the following questions:

1. What kind(s) of work do you do really well? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What kind of work do you enjoy most? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is your ideal job or career? Why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Your career field – What does the playing field look like?  

1. Please visit http://www.bls.gov/emp/ and search the occupation you are most interested in. What is its projected growth? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the median annual wage for someone in this profession? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. Are there three or more potential employers in the area? If not are you willing and able to relocate? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 2: Education
[image: image8.jpg]


Time required: 6 hours
A. Educational Background
Please answer the following questions about your educational background:
	When did you graduate from high school or obtain your GED?




	Previous schools attended (Please list only High School or higher):
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.


	Activities/clubs/honors or achievements in high school or college (Please list): 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 

6.


7.


8.





2. Have you earned any other degrees/postsecondary education certificates, etc.? 
( Yes    ( No
If yes, please list degree(s)/certificate(s), dates awarded and from what institution: 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Current Educational Status
	Are you currently enrolled in school? 

( No 

( Yes 

	Are you a Dependent Student or Independent Student by Financial Aid Definition 
(see definitions below):
( Dependent student* 
( Independent student** 
Definitions of Student Status:

  *Dependent student—Under age 24, can live at home or not. May be employed or not.

**Independent student—Over the age of 24 / in foster care / married / a parent / in the military.

	If you are currently enrolled, how many credits are you taking? ______________________________



	If you are not yet enrolled, which term or semester are you planning to attend? ____________________________________________________________________________________


	How many credits are you taking or plan to take?

( FT 
( PT



	Have you applied for or received any educational scholarships, grants or loans? 
( Yes 
( No 

If yes, please list; if no, please explain why: 




	FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) completed?     
( Yes     ( No. 
If yes, date completed:


If no, please indicate why you have not applied for financial aid: _________________________________ 

For information on applying for student aid, please consult the following:

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


C.  Educational Goals
1. Please check the degree that you are currently working towards and list your academic goals below, both short and long term. Please state what your target degree will be when you reach your goal:

( Vocational Degree/Certificate

( Bachelors Degree

( Short term occupational training (6 months or less) 

( Masters Degree

( Associates Degree

( J.D., Ph.D., MD

D.   Considerations for Educational Planning
1. Do you have any health or wellness concerns that may affect your ability to be successful in your educational plan? (This will not impact your ability to be in the program.)        ( Yes  ( No
2. Have you been involved in the community justice system that may impact your education? 

(Your response does not affect participation in our program)         ( Yes  ( No 

3. Is there anything else that you think we should know to help support your educational endeavors? 
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E. Selecting the Right Program for You 

1. Which educational program(s) are you planning on attending? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comparing your options
Education is like any other product for sale – You should what you want for the right price.  If you need assistance with this selection, please speak with a WSCAT team member.
Which three schools are you most interested in attending? Please fill in the table below. 

	
	School #1

___________________
	School #2 

____________________
	School #3 

____________________

	Location 


	
	
	

	Public or Private
	
	
	

	For profit school or nonprofit school
	
	
	

	Online/In-Person or Both


	
	
	

	Name of Program 
	
	
	

	Strengths of Program

	
	
	

	Weaknesses of Program


	
	
	

	Admissions requirements (GPA, letters of rec, etc.)

	
	
	

	# of credits required 
	
	
	

	Cost of Attendance
	
	
	

	Time until graduation
	
	
	

	Graduation rate 

(Please note whether it is for the entire school or that particular program)
	
	
	

	Student Life 

Do they have clubs or activities you would be interested in? 


	
	
	

	Student Resources

Do they have onsite childcare, a Veterans center, or another resource you would be interested in?
	
	
	


Which school is most appealing to you? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. Financial Aid and Scholarships
1. If you participate fully in the IDA program, you will have a total of $ __________ to use towards school. 

2. What is the cost of tuition at the school that you like best from above? $______________
3. How much additional money will you need to pay for school? $______________________

4. Are you willing to take out student loans? Yes _____ No ______

5. Please research the following types of loans and record what you have found. 

Federal Loans: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Private Loans: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Financing your education

Please visit http://www.finaid.org/calculators/loanpayments.phtml and estimate your loan repayment. 
6. How much would you pay total? $____________ 
7. How much will you pay in interest? $____________
8. How much would your monthly payment be? $____________
9. Could you afford to repay the loan based on the median income for your chosen occupation? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

G. Reflection 

1. After your research, which school and program have you selected? Why? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Are you still interested in pursuing the same career?           ( Yes  ( No
3. If yes, how will the educational program you’ve chosen help you reach your career goals? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If no, what will you do instead?  How can WSCAT assist you in reaching your goals?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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