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Rental Curriculum 
 

Name:                         Date:      
 
 
In an area where housing is not widely available, there are often multiple generations of 
families living in the same household. People want to continue to live on the reservation, but 
often have a hard time purchasing a home. The ability to find a safe, affordable rental is crucial 
to stability. This course is to help facilitate the process of finding a place to rent.  
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Course of Study: 
Rental 
 
Instructions for Warm Springs community members and WSCAT staff members: 
This course of study is to provide Warm Springs community members with the 
tools to find safe, affordable rental housing, per Oregon IDA Initiative program 
requirements. The course is broken into three parts: Part 1 to be completed before 
searching for a rental, Part 2 to be completed during the search process, and Part 3 
to be completed when signing the lease.  
 
Goal: 
To provide participants the opportunity to understand the process of finding and 
maintaining rental housing.   
 
Objectives: 

1. To provide participants with a clear timeline and plan of action for enrolling 
and saving in an IDA program.  
 

2. To help participants understand what they can afford.  
 

3. To provide participants the opportunity to make a considered choice when 
finding a place to rent.  

 
4. To provide participants with the knowledge about their rights and 

responsibilities as a renter.  
 

5. To provide participants with the ability to maintain safe affordable housing.  
 
Time Required: 
Part 1: 2 hours** 
Part 2: 6.5 hours** 
Part 3: 1 hour 
Total: 9.5 hours 

** Meet with a WSCAT Staff member after completing Part 1. 
Schedule a second appointment after Part 2 is complete.  
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Part 1: Research and Planning 

Tracking Rental History 
(0.5 hours) 

Answer each of the following questions to help you begin thinking about your 
rental history.   

Describe your rental history 
-Have you rented before?
-If yes,

o Who did you pay (rental agency or individual)?
_________________________________________

o How much did you pay? _____________________
o How long did you live there? ___________________________
o Did you live alone or with others (roommates, family, etc.)?

________________________________
o Did you make all your payments on time? _______________
o Have you ever been evicted? ________________

Additional information about rental history (if applicable):  
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Qualifying for a rental: 
 
Do you have credit history? ____________ 
 
Are you employed? ___________ 
 
How long have you been at your current job? _______________ 
 
Do you have plans to change jobs? ________________________ 
 
Do you have plans to move to another city in the near future? ________________  
 
Do you have money saved? How much? __________________________________ 
 
If needed, is there someone that would co-sign a lease with you? _____________ 
 
NOTE: Various factors could impact your ability to rent, including if you were not in 
good standing with a previous landlord, income, credit, criminal history, debt, and 
more.  
 
This course will help you understand the rental process and evaluate the rental 
options for your situation.  
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Budgeting for Housing 
(0.5 hour) 

Let’s calculate your household’s monthly income to see what you might qualify for, 
according to common rental practices.  

What is your household’s yearly income? $ ________________ 
Hourly wages: multiply how much you make per hour by the number of hours you 
work per week. Multiply that number by 12.  
Bi-weekly wages: multiply how much you receive every 2 weeks by 26.  
Semi-monthly: multiply how much you receive every paycheck by 24.  
Seasonal or business: this may be more difficult. You can use your tax return to 
estimate. If you still aren’t sure, contact the WSCAT Financial Counselor for 
assistance.  

What is your household’s monthly income? (divide your yearly income 
by 12)             $ _____________ 

Many rental companies look for income to be 3x the rent, in order to approve you 
for a unit. Also, paying 1/3 of your income on rent leaves money available for all 
your other expenses.   

Multiply your monthly income by 0.33: 
$_______________ X 0.33 = $ ____________ 
  (monthly income) 

Can you reasonably find a rental in your area for under this amount? ___________ 
If YES, based on your current income, you should be able to qualify for a rental at 
this price.  
If NO, you may need to ask rental companies about their income requirements 
before applying for a rental with them, since different places have different income 
requirements. You may also qualify for subsidized affordable housing or voucher 
programs such as Section 8.  



6 

Housing Voucher Programs
(1 hour) 

Review the HUD website to learn about Housing Choice Vouchers: 
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/abou 
t/fact_sheet 

Review this website for more information on eligibility and applying for Section 8 
Housing: https://eligibility.com/section-8  

Have you tried applying for Section 8 before? _________________ 

Do you qualify for a voucher? _______________ 

Do you intend to apply for a voucher? _______________ 

Follow the steps on these websites to apply for a voucher, if applicable. 

What questions do you have for WSCAT about accessing/applying for a voucher? 

 Follow up: In Financial Skills for Families we discuss your monthly spending plan. 
Use the information discussed in that class and with a Financial Counselor to 
determine what your current income/expenses look like and what changes you 
might need to make before renting. 

STOP: Schedule an appointment with a WSCAT Counselor to review Part 1 before continuing. 
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Part 2: Finding a Home 

Making Housing Decisions 
(1 hour) 

Answer each of the questions below and fill out the tables based on your housing 
requirements. Consider both your needs (deal breakers) and wants (additional 
benefits) when answering the questions. There are no wrong answers. 

How many people will you be renting with? _______________________________ 

Are you planning to rent on or off the reservation? If you can’t find something 
where you are interested in looking, how far are you willing to go? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Would you prefer to sign a yearly lease or find somewhere where you can rent 
month-to-month? ____________________________________________________ 

Neighborhood Need Want Not Important Unsure 
Safe neighborhood 
Affordable cost of living 
Native American community 
Strong disability community 
Good schools 
Sidewalks 
Distance from work, childcare, 
parks, friends, family, etc. 
Close to health care providers 
Access to public transportation 
Other:  
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Space Need Want Not Important Unsure 
My own bedroom 
My own bathroom 
My own kitchen 
Certain number of bathrooms: 
_______ (add #) 
Certain number of bedrooms: 
_______ (add #) 
Living room 
Dining room 
Family room/Recreation room 
Workspace/Office 
Wheelchair accessible 
Yard 
Garage 
Secure doors and windows 
More than one exit to the 
outside 
Other:  

Additional Features Need Want Not Important Unsure 
Affordable utilities 
Furnished 
My own washer/dryer 
Large countertops 
Large storage areas 
Allow pets 
Other:  

What other requirements do you have, if any?
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Read pages 14-16 in MoneySmart Module 12: Making Housing Decisions (Below) 
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Which options would work for you? 

What option is best for you? Why? 

List 2 Pros and Cons of the option you chose:  
Cons Pros
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Renters Rights 
(2 hours) 

First, know that Federal law protects you from being discriminated against for your 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, family status and physical and mental 
disability. Oregon law also forbids these kids of discrimination. In addition, Oregon 
law forbids discrimination based on your marital status, sexual orientation, the 
source of your income, the fact that you are a victim of domestic violence, sexual 
assault or stalking, or the fact that you have won an eviction case brought by a 
former landlord.  

Review the website: https://www.oregonrentersrights.org 

Answer these True/False questions based on the answers you find on the website 

True False 
Security Deposits 
The landlord can refuse to return my security deposit without a written 
explanation as to why 
The landlord must provide a written statement of the amount of rent and fees 
(including security deposit) at move in 
When moving out, the landlord can claim part of the security deposit for 
cleaning and/or repairs 
Disability and Reasonable Accommodation 
The landlord is required to make reasonable changes to rules and policies in 
order to give someone with a disability equal opportunity in housing 
The landlord cannot deny reasonable accommodation requests for any reason 
You can make a legal claim against your landlord if they deny a reasonable 
accommodation request 
Repairs 
Your landlord is required to make necessary repairs to keep the unit habitable 
You can withhold rent if the landlord doesn’t make repairs, even if you don’t 
have a request in writing 
You must keep all areas that you control clean and free from any buildup of 
garbage or junk 
The landlord is required to check the smoke detectors in your unit 
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Mold and Infestation 
The landlord is required to make any repairs necessary to stop the growth of 
mold in your unit 
You are not responsible for preventing mold growth 
You don’t need to document infestations with photographs 
You should keep records of all written communication with the landlord 
Your landlord should prevent re-infestation 
Lock-outs and Unlawful Ousters 
You landlord can lock you out of your rental housing without warning 
You may be able to file a lawsuit if your landlord changed the locks to your unit 
without warning 
Termination Notices and Eviction 
A termination notice is the same thing as an eviction 
All For Cause Notices must include a specific move out date and time 

What is eviction? When might you get evicted?  



What would you do in each of the situations below?
Continue to use the Oregon Renter’s Rights website to guide your answers. 

There’s mold in the unit 

There’s a mouse in the unit 

The landlord threatens to evict me for no reason 

My neighbors are super loud late at night 

The heater stops working 

The dishwasher is leaking 

_ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Let's think more about what it means to be a responsible renter:
Watch this video explaining new limits to rent increases and no-cause eviction in Oregon: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3Az76EH7mk 

What limits exist on rent increases?

What is a no-cause eviction?

When can your landlord evict you?

Answer the questions below about what being a responsible renter means to you. 
What happens if you don’t make on-time payments? 

Why is it important to communicate with your landlord? What might you 
communicate about?

What are 2 things you plan to do to maintain a healthy and safe home 
1. ___________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________
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Security Deposits 
(1 hour) 

Review the Renter’s Handbook on Security Deposits (attached)

Watch this video What is a Security Deposit?:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5zD9BHSI1A 

What is a security deposit? 

Answer True/False for the following: 
I am more likely to get my full security deposit back if: True False 
The apartment is not clean 
I follow the move-out guidelines 
I leave stuff in the house 
I return the keys 
I complete small repairs 
Give my landlord proper notice of moving out 
I am behind on rent payments 

In many cases, the landlord requires a security deposit that is 1-3 months’ rent. 
You will need to save money for this up-front cost. If you maintain your home, 
you’ll likely get most, if not all, the money back. The Rental IDA can help cover 
these up-front costs.  
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Watch this video What to Check on an Apartment Walk-through (AllState): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_-MPjYOk5U&feature=emb_title 

What is the benefit of a move in checklist/walk-through? 

How do you check for damages when you move in? What are some things to look 
for?  

** See Part 3 for an Inventory and Condition Report (to be used when doing a 
walk-through of your new place)  .  
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Renter’s Insurance 
(0.5 hour) 

Renter’s Insurance helps you financially recover from losses to your personal 
possessions. It does not cover the physical building. Many rental agencies also 
require Renter’s Insurance. Even when not required, it is definitely something to 
consider.  

The cost can vary depending on your rental history and the size of the place you 
are renting.  

Watch this video Insurance 101 – Renters Insurance and answer the questions 
below: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y23U2VkYDA  

Why may renter’s insurance be important? 

What is covered under renter’s insurance? 

Is renter’s insurance something you are going to get? 
Yes  No  Unsure 

If yes, or unsure, a good next step is to request a quote from a few different 
insurance companies. List 3 companies that offer renter’s insurance: 

1. ________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________



20 

Interviewing a Landlord
(1 hour) 

Now that you have begun to think about what you are looking for in a home, it’s 
time to start the process of finding a home that meets your needs.  

List the property rental agencies or property management companies in your area. 

List the details about one property that you might be interested in (such as number 
of bedrooms, size of place, and other basic features) . 

Watch this video  Top 11 Questions To Ask When Touring an Apartment:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sOA1SzflbE  

Write three questions you have for the property owner: 

1) _____________________________________________________________
2) _____________________________________________________________
3) _____________________________________________________________

Contact a rental agency or landlord and answer the following questions: 

Who did you talk to? _________________________________________________ 

Write the answers to each question you listed above: 
1) _____________________________________________________________
2) _____________________________________________________________
3) _____________________________________________________________
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Who is in charge of each of these activities? 
Activity Landlord Renter It depends 
Day-to-day cleaning 
Replacing light bulbs 
Major repairs 
Landscaping 
Smoke detectors 
Snow removal 
Appliance repairs 
Pest control 
Common areas 
Utility costs 

Note: Even if the landlord is responsible for maintenance, you can be charged if 
the issue is due to negligence.  

What are the pros and cons of this property? 
Mark whether each item is a pro or con: 

Pro Con Unsure or N/A 
Location 
Quality 
Pet-friendly 
Amenities 
Yard 
Garage 
Security 
Number of bedrooms 
Number of bathrooms 
Landlord was friendly 
Other:  

Other:   
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What other questions did you have about the property? Write the questions and 
answers below.   

Would you be willing to rent this property? _______________________________ 

Why or why not?    



Reading a Lease Agreement
(1 Hour)

Review the lease agreement on pages 33-34 of MoneySmart Module 12: Making 
Housing decisions (pages 25-26 of this packet). Answer the questions below based 
on the Rental Agreement. 

Who are the parties in the lease?

Where is the property?

What parts of the property does Paulo have access to?

How much is his rent? When is it due? 

23 



24 

When is his rent late? If he pays rent late, how much will this cost him? 

How long is the lease? 

What is the process for getting repairs done? 

Are there any rules concerning guests?  



 25 
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STOP: Schedule an appointment with a WSCAT Counselor to review Part 2 before continuing.  
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Part 3: Final Steps 
Final Walk-Through 
(0.5 hours) 
 
Use Page 7 of the Renter’s Handbook on Security Deposits (below) when you do 
the walk-through of your new place.  
 

 



 28 

Reading Your Lease Agreement 
(0.5 hours) 
 
Use pages 35-37 of MoneySmart Module 12: Making Housing Decisions (below) to 
help guide your understanding of the agreement. Lease agreements can be 
extremely long and hard to read and understand. Before signing, you can ask the 
landlord to show you where in the lease each thing is addressed.   
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Are there any areas that you need to follow up on? Do you have additional 
questions about the rental agreement?  

Basic summary of costs: 
Responsibility Cost to me 
Security Deposit 
Pet Fee 
Monthly Rent 
Electricity 
Water 
Garbage 
Internet 
Other:  
________________ 
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Verification of Completion 
Rental Curriculum 

Give this page to your IDA Provider after completing this IDA Rental 
Curriculum. You keep the rest of this packet.  

Name: ____________________________ Date Completed: ________________ 

Sign here to verify that you have completed the Rental Curriculum packet!  

Signature:______________________________________  

Is there anything related to renting that you would like to learn more about or 
discuss with your IDA Provider? 

 

Do you have any recommendations to make this curriculum better? 

 

THANK YOU! 
 
 
IDA Provider: I have reviewed the participants curriculum and answered any 
questions they have. 
 
Staff Signature: ____________________________________  Date: ___________ 
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